A GUIDE FOR

LGBTQ TRAVELERS INTERNATIONAL
IN AFRICA

The legal status and social acceptance of same-sex relationships varies across Africa.

Differences in legislation and levels of social conservatism can be difficult to navigate for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
questioning (LGBTQ) travelers, which exposes them to risks they may not have anticipated during other business postings abroad.

The majority of African countries criminalize homosexuality, though Botswana, Cameroon, Gambia, Liberia, Malawi, Nigeria,
Uganda and Zimbabwe have taken steps to impose further sexual offense legislation that explicitly targets homosexuals. In
Mauritania, parts of Somalia and parts of Nigeria under Sharia (Islamic law), homosexuality can be punishable by death.
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